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Watchdog warns of fraud prosecution disarray 
  

Independent fraud watchdog, the Fraud Advisory Panel, has called for a reopening of 

the discussion on changes, first suggested 25 years ago, to the way fraud is 

prosecuted in the UK.  The Panel notes that only a fraction of the fraud committed 

currently ends up in court.  

 

It has today published a discussion document outlining proposals to unite the 

separate and conflicting agencies responsible for major fraud prosecutions in the UK. 

 

“Since 1985 when Lord Roskill’s Committee on Fraud Trials recommended a ‘unified 

fraud office’, the number of public bodies with responsibility for fraud investigation 

and prosecution has, if anything, increased,” said Monty Raphael, a Trustee Director 

of the Fraud Advisory Panel and chairman of the group which produced the report.  

 

“It is no wonder that fraud prosecutions are in disarray. There is no clear and firm 

policy in place to assure the public that fraud is being effectively tackled.” 

 

The Panel proposes the creation of a unified fraud prosecution office comprising 

most of the existing agencies currently tasked with prosecuting fraud and financial 

crime.   

 

“The proposals are designed to stimulate discussion and debate on this very 

important issue,” said Mr Raphael.  

 

“The time has come for an end to the confusion and overlap caused by so many 

different agencies all pursuing similar goals. The UK needs a coherent and 

consistent policy and approach to the prosecution of fraud. The public needs to be 

convinced that the resources are in place to fight fraud effectively and are being used 



 
 
 
for that purpose. Only then will fraudsters be detected and the guilty brought to 

book.”  

 

The discussion document ‘Roskill Revisited: Is there a case for a unified fraud 

prosecution office?’ can be downloaded in PDF format from the Panel’s website at: 

HThttp://www.fraudadvisorypanel.org/newsite/publications.php?c_id=7 TH.  
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For Further Information 
 
Please contact Linda Findlay (ICAEW Press Office) on tel: 01392 841691 or email: 
linda.findlay@icaew.com. 
 
  
Note for Editors  
 
1. The Fraud Advisory Panel (HTwww.fraudadvisorypanel.orgTH) is a registered charity which works to 

raise awareness of the immense human, social and economic damage caused by fraud and to 
help individuals and organisations develop effective strategies to prevent it.  It was established 
in 1998 by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW) which 
continues to provide valuable support.  

 
The Panel works to: 
• Advise government, business and the general public on fraud prevention, detection and 

reporting; 
• Assist in improving education and training in business, the professions, and general 

public; and 
• Establish a more accurate picture of the extent, causes and nature of fraud. 
 
The Panel has a truly multi-disciplinary perspective on fraud. Members include representatives 
from the law and accountancy professions, industry associations, financial institutions, 
government agencies, law enforcement, regulatory authorities and academia. 
 
 


